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entering into this order of matrimony.
Ultimately, the doctrine of polygamy
negatively affected the labors of the
elders to the various nations more than
any other single factor.
The bulk of this volume consists of
eight chapters that chronicle the work
and writings of eight elders who served
lengthy missions and who wrote intimate details of their labors, mostly in
the form of letters to Church publications such as the Deseret News, the
Millennial Star, and the Juvenile Instructor. These eight men were Dan Jones
in the Wales Mission, Orson Spencer in
the Prussia Mission, Edward Stevenson
in the Gibraltar Mission, Jesse Haven in
the Cape of Good Hope Mission, Benjamin Johnson in the Sandwich Islands
Mission, James Lewis in the China Mission, Chauncey West in the Siam and
Hindoostan Missions, and Augustus
Farnham in the Australia Mission. The
editors provide extensive biographical
and contextual information about each
of these elders and their missions.
The book also contains two appendixes: Appendix 1 provides the entirety
of the minutes of the August 1852 special conference. Appendix 2 contains
biographical sketches for 115 missionaries who were called to serve in 1852,
granting present-day family historians
valuable data.
Adding immensely to the value of
this volume are highly informative footnotes on nearly every page that provide
historical, geographical, genealogical,
and theological context to events and
descriptions of the elders.
This compilation clearly shows that
some missionary fields were “white
already to harvest” (John 4:35), while
others were not ready for unseasoned
and unprepared elders, owing to vastly
different cultures, races, and languages.
In the case of Prussia, for example,
unrelenting police intimidation arising
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out of a lack of religious freedom precluded any success there. Neilson and
Melville also explain, “Compared to the
British Isles . . . , the growth of the church
in Australia was sluggish. But compared
to the missionary efforts in Asia and
other parts of Europe, church growth in
Australia was substantial” (258).
This compilation is a beneficial contribution to the study of the internationalization of the restored Church. It
is definitely worth reading.
—Bruce A. Van Orden
Utah’s 19th Century Stone Quarries, by
William T. Parry (Salt Lake City: E. L.
Marker, 2020)
Temples and other structures built in
Utah in the nineteenth century required
massive amounts of large blocks of
limestone, granite, and other stone.
Utah’s 19th Century Stone Quarries documents where that stone came from and
the lives of many of the stone masons
and quarrymen who worked it. The
author is a geologist and professor at
the University of Utah and is the great-
grandson of one of the major figures in
the book, Edward L. Parry.
The book has chapters on the stone
deposits near Willard, Beaver, Ephraim,
and St. George, and in Salt Lake Valley,
Cache Valley, and Price Canyon. The
different types of stone quarried from
each site are given historical context,
and where the stone was used is discussed. Also noted are the methods for
quarrying and shaping stone. A number
of maps and photographs help illustrate
the text.
Though a small book of just over
150 pages, Utah’s 19th Century Stone
Quarries covers an aspect of Utah history not usually mentioned in histories
of temples and temple builders.
—Marny K. Parkin

1

